The Tower

August 2022

Outdoor Worship and Potluck

Make plans now to attend outdoor worship on Sunday, Aug. 21
at 10:00 am. We will also be hosting a potluck after worship. Bring a dish to share. Coffee, lemonade and water will be
provided. Invite your neighbors and friends. Join us for a
unique experience outdoors in the west parking area and green
space. If the weather doesn't cooperate, we will move inside.

First Presbyterian
Church
340 South 5th Avenue
Saint Cloud, MN 56301
Telephone: 320-251-8277
www.fpcstcloud.org

Church Staff
Rev. Darin Seaman
Pastor

Don Fortner
Music Director

Wednesday Prayer Group

Want to pray for others from your own home? A prayer group
meets every Wednesday at 2:00 pm via Zoom. Please call the
church office if you would like to participate. We spend approximately 30 minutes sharing prayers requests and offering
these requests to God.

Mary Nothnagel
Administrative Assistant

Patty Scott
Custodian

Nate Salgren

Congratulations, Audrey!

Congratulations to Audrey Delores Nutter who
was baptized on July 24 in the sanctuary. Parents are Cody and Paige Nutter.

Facilities Coordinator
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Pastor’s Reflections
This month we will try to resurrect our campus
ministry, Friends in Faith. I use the term “resurrect”
because Saint Cloud State limited off-campus personnel from being on campus due to COVID-related
concerns for an extended time. In 2021, SCSU began allowing some folk back on campus but ministry
opportunities were scarce. In fact, many campus
ministries stopped because of the restrictions.
Why do we attempt college ministry? After
all, college students do not make up a large percentage of most congregations. The transition from high
school to college can be a challenge for many students. Some students can feel lonely and isolated
and lost in a new educational and social system. We
hope to connect with them and share the gospel in
biblical and culturally appropriate ways. We also desire to show the love of Christ to college students
who may be trying to find their own path.
This month a group from our church will be offering hospitality during “First Four.” The “First Four”
days is the university’s official orientation program
for new students. We will be on campus on Thursday, August 18 to welcome new students and encourage them to participate in our ministry. Here’s how
you can help:
- Pray for the incoming freshman class at
SCSU.
- Pray for returning students as well.
- Pray for our outreach to new students.
- Pray that students would be receptive to the
gospel and new friends.
- Pray for the faculty and staff at SCSU.
- Pray for the church’s hospitality to all.
The grace and peace of Christ be with you all.

Rev. Darin Seaman

August Sermon Titles

August 7
“The Gospel”
Mark 1
August 14
“Red Sea Relief”
Exodus 14

August 21
“Meeting God”
Exodus 19
August 28
“Moses’ Replacement”
Numbers 27:12-23
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Don Fortner

Music Director
Email: donfortner@fpcstcloud.org

Music and Arts in Worship
August is the preparation month for starting school, warm
weather home maintenance before the freeze of winter and
music programming for the church musician. It is obvious
to reference the lectionary and plan hymns and some anthems, however it is very difficult to predict the concerns
and celebrations that will be affecting our congregation, our
community, our country and the world. What might “feel”
like a good fit to elevate future worship today, might not be
the ticket when the day arrives.
The same is true for the music volunteer team at First Presbyterian. We are fortunate to
have a talented and faithful core that contributes to floating the boat around music for
worship. It is a great gift to have these persons dedicated and involved. And they have
jobs and take vacations, get sick etc. If we at First Presbyterian, as a musical church, want
to help support our current roster of volunteers and solidify an ongoing choir leadership
team, and invest into our chancel choir experience, we want to build depth in our participation. So please consider joining the music department in some fashion. Here are some
of the ways you can volunteer and float our musical boat of notes:
• Sing in Chancel or Ecumenical Choir - Or be a choir recruiter.
• Administrative help for Choirs, First Fridays
• Music Librarian
• Lead Christian Ed Song time at 9AM Sunday Mornings
• Join the worship band
• Usher for the Fridays at First Concert Series
• Marketing and publicity for Fridays at First Concert Series.
• Create and produce slide shows for pre-concert previews.

FRIDAYS AT FIRST - COMING SOON
August 12th - Mike Karl and the Lower Town Project
September 23rd - Ordinary Elephant
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College Connections
Calling all connectors in our congregation!! Do you have ideas or connections that
would help us reach college students in the coming school year? Reach out to
Tomoko at torebe11@hotmail.com to share your ideas.

Be on the lookout for college students! It’s that time of year again – students will be
back in town, be sure to welcome any students into our congregation to provide
them a church home during their time at college. Help connect them to our events
and to others in the congregation.

Youth Events
Parents – watch your email for details about youth events
Encourage children to bring a friend to our youth events
Do you have an idea for a youth event? Contact Tomoko at
torebe11@hotmail.com
If you’re a parent and you’re not receiving event email/communications about
youth events, contact Tomoko.

Loaves and Fishes
Loaves and Fishes Community Meal formerly known as “Wednesday Night
Suppers” - new name, same great event!
Resuming on September 21 with the annual fish fry
Watch for sign-up to provide side dishes and desserts
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Sunday School

Prayers
Guidance and direction toward finding a new Youth Director
For additional Sunday School teachers for the coming school year - please email
Tomoko at torebe11@hotmail.com to learn more

With Much Gratitude
Students Alarie Chu, PJ Espelien, Jenna Jacobs, Jack Randolph, Landry Seaman,
Brynn Seaman, Calvin Walters, Colton Walters and Will Yu are grateful for being
named recipients of the House/Holmgren Scholarship which awards students
pursuing undergraduate degrees a $2,000 scholarship. Thanks to the House and
Holmgren families for their generous gifts to our church which allowed for the
establishment of this scholarship program.
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- submitted by Randy Arnold

Randy & Kathy Arnold
Linda Addicott

A Prayer Request

On Thursday, August 18th, Saint Cloud State University will welcome freshmen to
campus. Our Friends in Faith campus ministry will be there to provide hospitality
and welcome to those incoming students and their parents. Here's how you can
help: Please pray for the students as they move in and that we can be an effective
and faithful witness on that day. So, mark your calendars (Aug. 18) and pray for the
students and for those serving.
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Finances
June Contributions
June Expenses
Over/under

$ 27,878.27
$ 27,894.47
$
-16.20

YTD over/under

$ 42,308.94

Giving Options

As you may be aware we no longer taken an offering during worship. The times have
changed and many people are giving in alternative ways. This does not mean that
stewardship and generosity are not important. They remain vitally important to the life
of faith and to our congregation's future. We strive to remain generous with the resources God has freely given to us. For example, your generosity allowed campers to
attend camp last month. This has been a long-standing commitment from our congregation to campers attending Clearwater Forest.
How do we give? You are free to place offering envelopes in the plates before or after
worship. Several people have moved to online giving. You may give online through
the church website, using the DONATE button. Additionally, if you wish to sign up for
ACH (Automated Clearing House) or adjust your ACH contributions, please contact
the church. If you desire to donate an RMD (Required Minimum Distribution) and
wish to donate that to the church, you may also contact the church office for details.
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Who’s Who in the Pew?
Tell us about your early years.
I was born in Pierre, SD, in August of 1944 and lived there
20 years until I married in 1964. I am celebrating my 60th
high school class reunion this year. I attended the State
University of SD and South Colorado State University to
earn a B.A. in business education. Later I attended SCSU
and earned an M.S. degree in Gerontology. The longest job
I’ve had and still have is being a Mother and Grandmother.
I worked in various departments at SCSU, including Information Services with Ray Rowland and Records and Registration where I was the GI Bill Certifying Official for 13

Linda Bettison

years. I also worked in Accounting, Physics and Astronomy, and the Human Performance Lab.
Tell us about your church experiences.
I became a member of First Presbyterian in 1970. I grew up in the First Methodist
Church in Pierre, SD.
Share anything you wish about your children.
I have 3 children: Michael, Stacy, and Jennifer. They all live in the Twin Cities area.
Michael is in computer technology, Stacy is an attorney, and Jennifer a middle school
Language Arts teacher. I am a proud mama and am blessed to have 7 grandchildren4 boys and 3 girls.
Where is the most interesting place you have been and why?
Auxier, KY, with Missions without Passports to help repair trailers of Appalachian
residents. I liked helping people to have better homes and working with fellow
church members and friends. I saw the childhood home of Loretta Lynn in Butcher
Hollow there.
What are your favorite books?
Gift from the Sea by Anne Morrow Lindbergh. I also like to read “Who Done It”
mysteries and historical biographies.
What is a Bible Verse that holds deep meaning for you?
Romans 15:13. May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so
that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.
What are some favorite pastimes/hobbies of yours?
Reading, Bible Study, Playing Scrabble and tennis, going to the beach, traveling.
What are some small things that brighten your day?
Sun shining, connecting with friends and family members.
My first job was working the popcorn and candy stands in local theaters. I earned 50
cents an hour. Eventually I was happy to be promoted to cashier selling tickets!
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Who’s Who in the Pew? (cont.)
Whom would you enjoy as a dinner guest and why?
I would choose my grandmother, Rhoda Stessy Schooler. She died before I could meet
her. She bought and homesteaded land in SD, had a strong belief in the value of education and was a staunch Methodist.
Share anything unique or memorable you do/have done that others might not
know about you.
I have participated in “Habitat for Humanity” building trips to Honduras, Costa Rica,
and El Salvador.
I have traveled to Ireland, Germany, New Zealand, Australia, Hawaii (Oahu, Kauai,
Maui), and Greece (Island of Samos).

Deacons Corner
Did you know that over 55 people have now been featured in the “Who’s Who in the
Pew” section of The Tower? It began in spring of 2016 as a deacon mission to learn
more about those who attend our church. And what life stories we have learned!
Who studied Horticulture at the University of Minnesota and Law at Hamline?
Who went on a hot air balloon ride for their 60th birthday?
Who once worked for the Food & Drug Administration, the Child Research Cancer
Center of Michigan and the U.S State Department (Agency for International Development in Laos)?
Whose favorite snack is “mom’s chocolate chip banana bread”?
Who was the first woman ordained by the Presbyterian Church of South Sudan?
Who was working at the Smith Furniture Store and Funeral Home prior to being
drafted into the Korean War?
Who was born at home in Foley, delivered by Jan Watkins’ father, Dr. Donaldson?
Who majored in Law and also has a Master’s degree in Child & Family Studies?
Who is an avid reader – often several books a week?
Who met when they were 19 and 17 in Isle, MN?
(Answers to these questions can be found on Page 11)
We’ve posed the question “Given the choice of anyone in the world past or present, who
they would invite to their home as a dinner guest” and other than Jesus, or a beloved,
deceased family member, the answers have ranged from Mozart, well-known rocket
scientists, Julia Child (3 of you chose her), Abraham Lincoln, Mark Twain, Johannes
Brahms, Carol Burnett, Queen Elizabeth, Johnny Cash, Mary and Martha. Imagine
the conversations if they were all gathered at the same time!!
If you would like to learn more about each of the people who have been featured in
“Who’s Who in the Pew,” there is a red binder found on the shelf in the Archives
Room of our church, around the corner from the Library. Feel free to stop in and read
some very fascinating stories! If you would like to be featured, let a Deacon know,
they’d love to help share YOUR story.
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SUNDAY WORSHIP WORKERS SCHEDULE
Listed below is the Worker Schedule for Sunday Worship. If you are unavailable for
the assigned date, please swap with someone else scheduled that month. Also notify the
office of any swaps, so that the Sunday bulletin can be updated.
Thank you for your service to the Church.

August 7

Worship Leader
Ushers (2)
Tamara Calhoun Gail Aalderks/Linda Bettison

Greeter (1/2)
Randy/Kathy Arnold

August 14

Gene Williamson

John Detra

August 21

Ryne Pentz

August 28

Michelle Chan

Janet Cotton
Tom Morse
Carrie Raiche
Lorelei Schoenhard
Romie Voit
Tom Addicott
Paul Duininck
Tracy Morse
Dick Andzenge
Linda Baldwin
Blake Yogerst
Sara Rebeck
Stephanie Shaler
Adrian Ziebarth
Linda Bettison
Marilyn Skaalerud
Sharon Gillem

08/01
08/01
08/01
08/01
08/03
08/04
08/07
08/07
08/08
08/08
08/08
08/09
08/09
08/09
08/14
08/14
08/16

Joe/Stephanie Jacobs
Phil/Jeannie Chu
Duane Scherbing/John Pike

Jan Larson
Leroy/Paula Tift

Melinda Anderson
Foster Atkinson
Don Ondracek
Lisa Tenter
Chelsea Pelzer
Ariel Yu
Sean Donahue
Bonnie Ramsey
Lynn Yueill
Jean Peterson
Jerry Sticha
Carrera Walters
Michael Tollefson
Marilin Benn
Mercedes Tenter
Mark Giese
Harper Lahti

08/18
08/19
08/20
08/20
08/21
08/22
08/23
08/23
08/23
08/24
08/24
08/25
08/26
08/27
08/27
08/28
08/31
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Dear congregation,
Thank you so much for the scholarship money for my last year at St.
Ben's. It is so generous and kind for you to provide this for my education - it has helped so much! With much appreciation, Alarie Chu

We had a great time at the food giveaway on July 16 at Hope Covenant Church. We distributed 80 family units of hamburger patties, buns,
baked beans and cheese. It is truly gratifying to be doing this project. All
the recipients are so appreciative!
On August 20th, we will do it again with a Mexican theme. We are
going to hand out tortillas, canned chilies. shredded cheese and taco seasoning along with hamburger given from a donor. If you would like to
donate a freewill offering to our cause, it would be greatly appreciated.
I would like to thank my helpers for the distribution: Norm Seehusen. Rhonda Siltman, Audrey Taatjes, Kathy Arnold, Duane Scherbing
and Darin Seaman. If you have any questions about this effort, please
contact me at 320-292-2610.
- submitted by Darlene Scherbing

Deacons Corner Answers:
1) David Morreim 2) June Rowland 3) Phyllis Bowden 4) PJ Espelien
5) Pr. Elizabeth Tot 6) Richard Dorn 7) Duane Scherbing 8) Tomoko
Rebeck 9) Nancy Coleman 10) Rodney & Kelly Kadlec

SAVE THE DATE
Mike Karl and the Lowertown Project will be
performing at First Presbyterian Church on
Friday, August 12th at 7:00 pm. Please join
us for an evening of positive, uplifting music
of praise and worship. More details to follow, or check us out on Facebook at Lowertownproject or on the web at Lowertownproject.com. Tickets are $15.00, to help support the 2022-23 Lower Town Ministry.

P age 1 2

Au g u s t 2022

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
PERMIT NO. 311
Saint Cloud, MN
56301

First Presbyterian Church
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Saint Cloud, MN 56301
Telephone: 320-251-8277
e-mail: admasst@fpcstcloud.org
web site: www.fpcstcloud.org

Our Mission Statement

“Bringing the Living Hope of
the Gospel to the World by
Knowing and Serving Jesus
Christ”
Our Vision Statement

“The Kingdom of God made
known one sacred space at a
time”

A u g u st 2 0 2 2
Office Hours
Monday - Thursday
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

First Presbyterian
Church
Bible Studies
Tuesday
Men’s Bible Study

9:00 a.m.

Wednesday 9:15 a.m.
Women’s Bible Study
Friday
7:00 a.m.
Men’s Bible Study
Friday
5:30 p.m.
Chinese Christian Fellowship in the
Fellowship Hall
(Bi-weekly) (September-May)
You’re invited to join a study that
works for you!

SESSION
Pastor Darin Seaman, Moderator
Bobbie Lampi, Clerk
Class of 2022: David Buchin, (Worship/Evangelism), Lynn Rae
Olson (Worship/Evangelism), Lori Smith
(Children & Youth),
Tomoko Rebeck (Children & Youth)
Class of 2023: Tom Horn (Finance), Jeanne Duininck
(Fellowship)
Darlene Scherbing (Mission), Rodney Kadlec
(Property)
Class of 2024: Joni Karl (Fellowship),
Kim Tollefson (Personnel), Alvin Yu,
Stephanie Randolph (Worship)
DEACONS
Class of 2022: Judy Hook, Peter Espelien, Jeannie Chu, Norine
Schmitt, Marsha Elg, Linda Addicott
Class of 2023: Mary Jost, Betty Vigen, Sandy Johnson,
Janis Cimperman, Barb Isaacson
Class of 2024: Gary Lenzmeier, Stephanie Merrell, Randy Arnold,
Kathy Arnold, Carol Dirks

