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Photo Directory (In Process)

We are now taking photos after worship for our newest church
directory. Please call the church office (251-8277) to schedule
your portrait time. The photos will be taken after worship in the
church library. Please wear appropriate attire.
We will spend several months photographing the congregation.
Each photo session should not take more than ten minutes. If
you are unable to come to church, other arrangements can be
made, including your family if you have a college student living
away from home.

A digital photo will be sent to your email after your photo session. There is no charge for having a photo taken or a digital
photo sent to you. We will eventually provide a directory that
will be online (securely) and printed for you to use later in the
year.
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Pastor’s Reflections

Rev. Darin Seaman

I need your help.
For years churches that have been without pastoral leadership
have said the same thing, "We can't find a pastor." In St.
Cloud, we have not had that problem. For the most part, we
have had consistent pastoral leadership over the life of our
congregation. The same cannot be said for some of the rural
churches in our presbytery. One church searched for four
years before God called the right person to their congregation. Some churches are combining, or sharing, ministry in
order to save on costs and afford pastoral leadership.
The COVID pandemic has not helped. Author and researcher Thom Ranier notes that "departures of pastors will increase by 20%. The Great Resignation will hit pastors
hard. There is definitely a pastor shortage on the horizon." (1) Many of our rural churches have already experienced this. Another study from a research group indicated
that 38 percent of Protestant pastors had seriously considered
quitting full-time ministry during the last year. (2) Now, I
realize statistics can be manipulated, or misleading, but the
point I am trying to make is that we need to adjust our thinking and spiritual reflection to look beyond our own congregation. We need to lift up the entire body of Christ.
Here's where I need your help. I need your help praying for
and encouraging others to consider a call to ministry. I begin
with an article on page six of this newsletter where the presbytery is offering an opportunity for people to consider their
call. But, I need to go beyond newsletters. I need to be in
prayer for other churches and their openings. I need to be in
prayer for the people God is calling to serve in ordained ministry. Please join me in prayer as we pray for churches and
spiritual leaders willing to serve the body of Christ.

The grace and peace of Christ be with you.

May Sermon Titles
May 1, 2022
“Do You Love Me?”
John 21:1-19
May 8
“Mutual Knowledge”
John 10:22-30
May 15
“Unending Praise”
Psalm 148
May 22
“Gods’ Presence in Difficult
Times”
John 14:23-29

———————
(1) Kyle Rohane in Christianity Today, April 19, 2022
(2) From Barna.org

May 29
“Jesus Prays For Us”
John 17:20-26
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Don Fortner
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Music Director
Email: donfortner@fpcstcloud.org
The First Fridays at First series continues to bring fresh
faces to the doorways of First Presbyterian. Peter Mayer’s
program had 96 concert attendees and Peter was thrilled
with the sound reinforcement provided by our very skilled
sound technician Jay Espelien and the exquisite gear that
we have in our sanctuary.
Here is the concert line up:
Cary Morin Duo May 6
African Drumming June 3
Rupert Wates
July 7
NO CONCERT
August 5

Concerts from this point on will be ticketed events ranging from $15 - $25.
Tickets purchased in advance will be a bit less expensive but will incur a handling fee through EventBright.
Tickets purchased at the door will be slightly more expensive and the total amount will go directly to the musicians.

Cary Morin Duo
From Out West comes the Cary Morin Duo--Cary (vocals, guitar) and Celeste Di Iorio
(vocals). Morin is Montana born, Colorado-based, internationally travelled. He has
called his music "Native Americana," rooted in his Crow tribal heritage and ranging
through blues, Cajun, zydeco, jazz, and rock, among other traditions. His eclectic tastes
are hinted at when he indentifies two of his favorite artists: David Lindley and Joanie
Mitchell. But wait, there's more--join us and see.
"Cary Morin is one of Colorado's great treasures and has been described as one of the
best pickers on the scene today. His music is characterized as Native Americana, with
healthy doses of blues, bluegrass, jazz, reggae and folk." --Benji McPhail, NPR Music
Join us on Friday evening May 6 at 7:00 pm.
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Sunday School

9:00-9:50am for Pre-K to High School Youth

May 1: Classroom Sunday School
May 8: Classroom Sunday School
May 15: Classroom Sunday School
May 22: G.I.F.T. (Generations In Faith Together – All ages welcome!) featuring “Shine
Your Light” Celebration *Last day of Sunday School until fall*
Guardians are to pick children up at the classroom promptly at 9:50am.
This change was made as a commitment to everyone’s safety.

Shine Your Light

Sunday, May 22 9:00-9:50am

Event celebrating milestones of Sunday School Youth

G.I.F.T. Event for May - All are welcome!
A light breakfast will be served - RSVP by May 18 to Tomoko at torebe11@hotmail.com
with number attending & any dietary needs of your family/guests that will attend.

Wednesday Dinner

Wednesday, May 18 5:00-6:30pm

On the menu: Let’s get grilling!!
Watch for sign-up sheets in the Fellowship Hall

Camper Fundraising
$10 Certificates to Pattison Farm Greenhouse
For sale before and after church – see Lori Smith
Cash Wise Waite Park Brat Cook Out
Friday, June 17 and Saturday, June 18 starting at 11am
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Gratitude and Prayers
Thank you so much to all the volunteers who helped with the April Wednesday dinner
and all those who attended!
We are grateful for the service and ministry of Mark Giese over the past 11+ years! Until
Mark’s former position is filled, Tomoko Rebeck has graciously volunteered to step in
to lead the Children, Youth & Family Ministry committee. Please pray for the personnel committee to be led (expeditiously) to the right person to fill the Youth Director position as well as for the CYFM committee as they work through planning and hosting
events.
Thank you to Melinda Anderson and Brenda Espelien for leading our youth in a small
service project to prepare Finals Week Survival Packs as part of our College Ministry! Please pray for all college students as they complete their finals and transition to
their summer plans.
Thank you to Leah Jacobs and Colton Walters for leading our Campus Ministry Friends
in Faith group during this school year! Also, a special thanks to Melinda Anderson for
helping with Grocery Bingo as part of this ministry!
Many thanks to all who braved the windy and chilly weather for the April G.I.F.T.
event as we celebrated God’s creation to by beautifying our church grounds and neighborhood with trash clean up to honor Earth Day!

G.I.F.T. Sunday Earth Day Neighborhood Clean Up Project Participants
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Exploring a Call

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for
us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I; send me!’ Isaiah 6:8
Have you ever heard God calling you to serve in a new way? Calls happen in various
ways. Maybe God is calling you to take on a larger role in leadership in your congregation? Maybe God is calling you to assist in the leadership of worship in your congregation? Maybe God is calling you to develop skills to be able to provide a sermon
on Sundays when a congregation needs pulpit supply? Maybe God might even be
nudging you towards considering being a pastoral leader as either a CRE or a teaching elder? If you have heard God calling you, our Presbytery is offering an easy way
to begin exploring this call.
On May 9th at 7:00 p.m. the Presbytery of Minnesota Valleys will offer a Zoom meeting for anybody exploring any of these questions. PNC’s have discovered that we are
experiencing a shortage of pastoral candidates to fill positions. This is especially true
in rural Minnesota. Many of the new pastoral candidates are coming from suburban
and urban places on the East or West coast, while most of our PNCs are looking for
candidates with small church experience, small town experience, and somebody who
is familiar with the culture of the upper Midwest. If you look at the pastors presently
serving in our Presbytery, there are several pastors who grew up in this Presbytery or
the surrounding presbyteries. Yet, we have had no candidates under care for several
years.
If you hear God calling (even faintly) please join us as we explore ways to assist you
in answering that call. There will be information on the Academy and the opportunity
to explore attending seminary or other continuing education programs. Please get the
word out to every one of our congregations and encourage anybody in which you see
gifts to explore a call by attending this event on May 9th at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom .
Paul Snyder Inventive Ministries Task Force of the Commission on Leadership

What is Electronic Giving?
There are numerous ways to contribute to our church: your giving envelopes, electronically via ACH (Automated Clearing House), or online using the FPC website. Your
gifts are appreciated! And we Thank You!
With ACH, a donation is taken directly from your bank account. This method works
well for those that give the same amount every month. The transfers can be done
monthly, twice a month, or weekly, and can be cancelled at any time.
The second method is donating through the FPC website, with the donation charged to
your credit card. Each time, you determine the timing and the donation amount. This
works well when you want to control the timing and dollar figure of your donation.
You can contact the Church office for ACH forms or to ask any additional questions
you may have.
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Finances
March Contributions
March Expenses
Over/under

$ 29,714.25
$ 44,822.74
$ -15,108.49

YTD over/under

$ 30,329.74

Bike Trike Wagon Walk & Roll Parade
The Kiwanis Club of St. Cloud is sponsoring a Bike, Trike & Wagon Walk and Roll Parade on Saturday, May 28 from 10:00 - 11:30 am. There will be great giveaways like
books, bike helmets, pinwheels and more. The event is being held at the Stearns History Museum (235 33rd Avenue South at Heritage Park).

GIFT Sunday

We had a successful Sunday morning collecting garbage around the church
neighborhood, despite the strong wind. Wish more adults outside of the Sunday school
families had joined in!
Thanks to God for the beautiful earth he created!
- Submitted by Tomoko Rebeck

*As a side note, the City of St. Cloud has extended and huge Thank You to the congregation for
their willingness and participation in helping to keep our City clean!
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Who’s Who in the Pew?

Julia Owen

Tell us about yourself.
I was born in St. Cloud. I graduated from Apollo High School
and St. Cloud State University. I have been attending First
Presbyterian since 1998. I was born and raised Catholic. But
Dan and I went church shopping together and I switched to
become a Presbyterian! Cleta Toohey was so welcoming to us!
In 2000 we moved to Duelm, MN.
Share anything you wish about your family.
Dan and I have two sons, Preston and Gavin. At 20 and 15,
they are both sophomores. Preston is a sophomore at the University of Minnesota and
Gavin is a sophomore at Foley High School. We also have a cat named Money who is
10 years old and a dog named Zeus who is 4 years old.
Where is the most interesting place you have been?
The most beautiful place I have been to is the Grand Canyon. Watching the sunset on
the canyon was an unforgettable event.
What books do you like to read and what is a meaningful Bible verse for you?
I would like to read more. I especially like to read mysteries. A special Bible verse for
me is Psalm 91:4: He will cover you with his feathers and under his wings, you will
find refuge.
What are some favorite hobbies of yours?
Crafting. Any paper craft. Crochet. Embroidery.
What are some things that brighten your day?
Talking with my sons and hearing about things that happen in their day.
Whom would you enjoy having as a dinner guest and why?
I would pick two people. I would love to have my parents over for a Sunday dinner.
They have passed on and I miss them every day.
Share anything unique you would like us to know about you.
I have worked with troubled youth for over 20 years. Helping them gain confidence
and a sense of calm has been very rewarding. I love music and going to concerts:
From AC/DC to Kenny Rogers to MC Hammer. I love walking along the shore of Lake
Superior with Dan.
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Deacons Corner
THANK YOU

THANK YOU

THANK YOU

Thank you for participating in the Mother Hubbard Cupboard’s March Food Shelf
drive! Your very generous donations amounted to 538 pounds of food, health care, and
paper products. Along with this, $310 was also donated.
The Deacons this year agreed to have the donations distributed among three local organizations, with 1/3 of your donations going to each. The selected organizations are
Catholic Charities, Promise Neighborhood and Terebinth Refuge. All three were very
appreciative of your donations and gifts of money.
TOGETHER we DO MAKE a DIFFERENCE in easing hunger in our community!

Spring Luncheon and Style Show - Save The Date!

Hi friends! Remember dress-up days? Big floppy hats, your mom's
high heels, bright lipstick?!? Well, we're all grown up now, but we
can still relive those times. So, pick out a lovely spring dress, put
on a dab of lipstick and mark your calendars to join us for our HYBRID Spring Luncheon and Style Show benefitting Anna Marie's
House on Saturday, May 21. Watch for more information. Reservations will be available starting Sunday, May 1st. Any questions,
contact Brenda Espelien. Think Spring!

Easter Brunch TO-GO - Thank You!
Greetings First Presbyterian Church family and friends. Thank you for supporting the
Easter Brunch TO-GO. After expenses we are able to donate $100 to the St. Cloud Area
Homeless Youth Program. More than 60 breakfasts were prepared on Easter Sunday. It
was so wonderful to see and visit with so many of you after Service. Thank you again,
and have a happy spring! Brenda Espelien - Fellowship Committee
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SUNDAY WORSHIP WORKERS SCHEDULE
Listed below is the Worker schedule for Sunday Worship. If you are unavailable for
the assigned date, please swap with someone else scheduled that month. Also notify the
office of any swaps, so that the Sunday bulletin can be updated.
Thank you for your service to the Church.

May 1

Worship Leader
Melinda Anderson

Ushers (2)
Mary Lease/Ryne Pentz

Greeter (1)
Jan Larson

May 8

Ryne Pentz

John Detra/John Pike

Paula Tift

May 15

Tamara Calhoun

Randy/Kathy Arnold

Kari Ahles

May 22

Bobbie Lampi

John/Sharon Johnson

Jeanne Duininck

May 29

Gene Williamson

Mike/Kim Tollefson

Karen Larson

June 5

Confirmation Sun.

Gail Aalderks/Dick Andzenge

Duane/Darlene S.

June 12

Linda Bettison

Phil/Jeannie Chu

Don/Jan Watkins

June 19

Landry Seaman

Bert/Jan East

Linda Bettison

June 26

Michelle Chan

Carrie Raiche/Lynn Rae Olson Randy/Arlene W.

Samantha Conlon
Barbara Jansky
Joyce Buckley
Jilleen Yogerst
Ali Roberts
Wendy Shaler
Don Trummel
Hannah Bavery
Adam Giese
Eli Giese
Rachel Buchin
Luci Hample
Shauna Seaman

05/05
05/05
05/06
05/07
05/08
05/08
05/08
05/12
05/12
05/12
05/13
05/15
05/15

Michael Ewing
Brynn Seaman
Cathi Brockway
Don Ramsey
Kadoon Kenyon
John Eggers
Kelsey Corrigan
Pat Johnson
John Johnson
Jan Larson
Randy Hammond
Kristin Brandt

05/17
05/19
05/20
05/20
05/22
05/24
05/25
05/27
05/28
05/29
05/30
05/31
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Confirmation Sunday (Mark your calendars)
Confirmation Sunday this year will be held on Pentecost Sunday (June 5) during
worship. Confirmation is the formal personal affirmation of vows of faith taken
for one in baptism. In the Roman Catholic tradition, it is a sacrament. In Protestantism, it is not considered a sacrament. Our confirmands will be helping lead
worship and confirming their faith after a two-year process of classes and community. Join us for a wonderful celebration.

Easter Egg Hunt
Held on Saturday, April 16th
from 11:00am to 12:00pm.
Children up to the
12th grade.
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Our Mission Statement

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

“Bringing the Living Hope of
the Gospel to the World by
Knowing and Serving Jesus
Christ”
Our Vision Statement

“The Kingdom of God made
known one sacred space at a
time”

M ay 2 0 2 2
Office Hours
Monday - Thursday
8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

First Presbyterian
Church
Bible Studies
Tuesday
Men’s Bible Study

9:00 a.m.

Wednesday 9:15 a.m.
Women’s Bible Study
Friday
7:00 a.m.
Men’s Bible Study
Friday
5:30 p.m.
Chinese Christian Fellowship in the
Fellowship Hall
(Bi-weekly) (September-May)
You’re invited to join a study that
works for you!

SESSION
Pastor Darin Seaman, Moderator
Bobbie Lampi, Clerk
Class of 2022: David Buchin, (Worship/Evangelism), Lynn Rae
Olson (Worship/Evangelism), Lori Smith
(Children & Youth),
Tomoko Rebeck (Children & Youth)
Class of 2023: Tom Horn (Finance), Jeanne Duininck
(Fellowship)
Darlene Scherbing (Mission), Rodney Kadlec
(Property)
Class of 2024: Joni Karl (Fellowship), Kim Tollefson
(Personnel), Alvin Yu, Stephanie Randolph
(Worship)
DEACONS
Class of 2022: Judy Hook, Peter Espelien, Jeannie Chu, Norine
Schmitt, Marsha Elg, Linda Addicott
Class of 2023: Mary Jost, Betty Vigen, Sandy Johnson, Janis Cimperman, Barb Isaacson

Class of 2024: Gary Lenzmeier, Stephanie Merrell, Randy Arnold,
Kathy Arnold, Carol Dirks

