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Sunday, November 27, 2022
First Sunday of Advent

Order of Worship
PRELUDE

Make Room

LowerTown

GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rich Lawrence

Please sign and pass the friendship pad.
INTROIT

Christ, Be Our Light

CALL TO WORSHIP
Rich Lawrence
Advent is a time for the human heart to wait, while trusting God’s eternal time.
How long, O Lord, how long?
For those waiting for answered prayer:
Grant your steadfast patience.
For those waiting in the face of uncertainty:
Grant unshakable confidence in your sovereign provision.
For those waiting for justice and mercy to reign:
Grant a glimpse of your glory in our wounded world.
For all of us waiting for God’s kingdom to come:
Grant that we might have the peace of Christ as we wait, the love of Christ
as we act, and the grace of Christ as we speak.
CANDLE LIGHTING
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OPENING PRAYER

Rich Lawrence

*You may stand in body or spirit as you sing.
*HYMN

Savior of the Nations, Come

No. 102

CALL TO CONFESSION

Darlene Scherbing

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Darlene Scherbing

Lord God, as we begin to prepare our hearts to receive the One whom you are
sending, forgive us for all the times we have missed seeing you in our midst, for all the
times we have doubted your presence, and for all the time we have failed to help others
find their way. Forgive us, in the name of Jesus, the One who is coming. Amen.
(Silence for individual confession)
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
In the name of Jesus, our sins have been forgiven
Amen.

Darlene Scherbing

*RESPONSE

No. 581

Glory Be to the Father

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
The grace and peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Rich Lawrence

SPECIAL MUSIC

LowerTown

Revival

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

Darlene Scherbing
Isaiah 2:1-5
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Darlene Scherbing

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
In days to come
the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
3
Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob,
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
2

3

4

He shall judge between the nations
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation;
neither shall they learn war any more.
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O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the Lord!
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON
Romans 13:11-14
Rich Lawrence
11
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far
gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of
light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and
licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SERMON

“ Just Do It ”

Dr. Richard Lawrence

ADVENT LITANY
based on Psalm 122
I was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the Lord!”
Let us go to the house of the Lord!

Rich Lawrence

Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem.
Jerusalem—built as a city that is bound firmly together.
We are standing in your presence, God!
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
“May they prosper who love you.
Peace be within your walls, and security within your towers.”
We seek your peace here, God.
For the sake of my relatives and friends I will say,
“Peace be within you.”
Peace be within you!
*HYMN

While We Are Waiting, Come

WE GIVE OUR OFFERINGS
Invitation to Give
Offertory Music
Prayer of Dedication

Open Our Days
4

No. 92
Darlene Scherbing
Darlene Scherbing

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER

Rich Lawrence

*HYMN

No. 384

Soon and Very Soon

*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE

Rich Lawrence
Your Love Defends Me

LowerTown
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The Week Ahead
Mon., November 28
7:00 pm—Narcotics Anon.
Tues., November 29
9:00 am - Men’s Bible Study
4:30 pm—Handbells
5:30 pm—ECU Choir
Wed., November 30
9:15 am—Women’s Bible Study
12:30 pm—AWA Sewing Class
2:00 pm—Prayer Meeting
6:15 pm—Chancel Choir
7:00 pm—Friends in Faith-Atwood
7:15 pm—Lower Town Project
Thur., December 1
Fri., December 2
7:00 am - Men’s Bible Study
8:00 am—Men’s Quartet Rehearsal
Sat., December 3
Sun., December 4—First Sunday of Advent
9:00 am—Sunday School
10:00 am Worship
1:00 pm—Harp Circle

NOTE: All bulletin items for the upcoming Sunday must be submitted to
the office prior to Wednesday at 2:00 pm.
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First Presbyterian Church Happenings
We welcome Dr. Richard Lawrence as he leads us in Worship today.
Serving Us Today

Thank you for sharing your ministry with us today: Darlene Scherbing (Worship Leader),
Don Fortner, LowerTown (Music), Dan Owen/Gail Aalderks (Ushers), Kari Ahles (Greeter),
Leah Jacobs/Aki Rebeck (Nursery), Jay Espelien, John/Patty Scott(A/V).
Offering plates are located at the front and back of the sanctuary. You may also give online
on our website fpcstcloud.org, or sign up for ACH (Automated Clearing House). Join us
downstairs after worship for some fellowship and conversation.

Bake, Soup & Craft Sale

A Huge Thank You to all who donated items and all who purchased our baked goods, soups
and craft items for our 2022 Annual Sale. Our net proceeds totaled $1,464.75

Children, Youth and Family Ministry

CYFM committee is looking for someone to help Lori Smith with Sunday School for the pre-K
to 4th grade Sunday school class? If anyone is able to help out, they should reach out to Tomoko at torebe11@hotmail.com - a background check will be required and will be facilitated by
the church for anyone willing to assist with this class. There are typically 3 or 4 kids in the
class on any given Sunday.

Loaves and Fishes

A reminder that there will not be a Wednesday Dinner in the month of December. We look
forward to seeing everyone again in January.

Discipleship Opportunity

During Advent a presbytery group is hosting a Zoom series. The Bible study is an Advent
Bible study based on African American Spirituals. The series begins this Wednesday (11/30)
at 6:30 pm. Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83406063275?pwd=dFAzaHRIenlHbzEwbUdsWEdRQ2h6dz09
Meeting ID: 834 0606 3275
Passcode: 217735

Christmas Poinsettias
Wish to purchase a poinsettia for Christmas? The poinsettia order
forms are on the table toward the back of the sanctuary. Price is
$12.50 each. Deadline for ordering is December 12th.
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First Presbyterian Church Happenings
Worship Next Week (Dec. 4):

Rickie Espelien (Worship Leader), Randy/Kathy Arnold (Ushers), David Morreim (Greeter),
Leah Jacobs/Bailey Seaman (Nursery).

Ugly Sweater Sunday (Dec. 4)
Next week, please wear your "favorite" Christmas sweater to church. Darin will speak about it
in relation to the narrative about John the Baptist.

Helpers Appreciated

Our community outreach music ministry “Evenings in December”, presented by St. Cloud
ECUchoir, will be presented on December 9th, 10th, and 11th. Helpers are needed for the
cookie receptions following each performance. If you can spare a few hours to volunteer your
time, please contact Joni Karl at 320-251-0252 or 320-267-5323. Many thanks in advance!

‘Tis the Season!

Are you ready to put a smile on the face of a child this Christmas? The Christmas Gift/Angel
Tree is up in the west entrance, with gift tags for you to choose. Each tag lists the child’s age,
gender and some gift suggestions. You do not need to purchase every item on the tag as we
want to give you options. Buy a gift(s), spending about $25, wrap it, attach the tag and return
it to church no later than December 18th. The gifts will be picked up on the 19th or delivered
to those who are not able to get to the church. If you have questions, please contact Kathy Arnold (290-4629) or any member of the Mission Committee. Thank you!

Gloves and Hats
Do you have additional hats/gloves? Can you provide some? Two of our high school students,
Bailey Seaman and Aubrey Klug, are doing a project where they are seeking new and used
hats and gloves. If you are able to find some new and used hats and gloves, the students will
provide them to St. Cloud area students that are in need.

Faithful City Church Invites
Christmas Movie at the Liberty Suite—Sartell Community Center, Dec. 3 @ 6 and 7 pm.
Christmas Caroling in Sartell, Dec. 10 @ 7 pm. Near the firepit at the Sartell Community
Center. For more information, please visit faithfulcity.church
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SESSION
Pastor Darin Seaman, Moderator
Bobbie Lampi, Clerk
Class of 2022: David Buchin, (Worship/Evangelism), Lynn Rae Olson
(Worship/Evangelism), Lori Smith (Children & Youth),
Tomoko Rebeck (Children & Youth)
Class of 2023: Tom Horn (Finance), Jeanne Duininck (Fellowship)
Darlene Scherbing (Mission), Rodney Kadlec (Property)
Class of 2024: Joni Karl (Fellowship), Kim Tollefson (Personnel), Alvin
Yu, Stephanie Randolph (Worship/Evangelism)
Our Mission Statement

“Bringing the Living Hope of
the Gospel to the World by
Knowing and Serving Jesus
Christ”

Our Vision Statement

“The Kingdom of God made
known one sacred space at a
time”

DEACONS
Class of 2022: Judy Hook, Peter Espelien, Jeannie Chu, Norine Schmitt,
Marsha Elg, Linda Addicott

Class of 2023: Mary Jost, Betty Vigen, Sandy Johnson, Janis Cimperman,
Barb Isaacson
Class of 2024: Gary Lenzmeier, Stephanie Merrill, Randy Arnold, Kathy
Arnold, Carol Dirks

STAFF
Office Hours:
Monday –Thursday
8:00 am -12:00 pm
1:00 pm - 4:30 pm
First Presbyterian Church
PC(USA)
340 Fifth Avenue South
Saint Cloud, MN 56301

REV. DARIN SEAMAN

MARY NOTHNAGEL

Pastor

Administrative Assistant

DON FORTNER

BRAD JOHNSON

Music Director

Facilities Coordinator

Telephone:
320-251-8277

PATTY SCOTT
Custodian

Email:
admasst@fpcstcloud.org
www.fpcstcloud.org
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